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Book "Reviews. 



Die alttestamentliche Spruchdichtung. Von Wolf Wilhelm Grafen 
Baudissin. 
This paper, which is the inaugural address delivered by Professor Baudissin 
on October 15, 1893, when entering on his duties as rector of the University 
of Marburg, deals mainly with the structure of the Book of Proverbs. The 
usual analysis into eight portions is adopted. The oldest parts, comprising 
those expressly ascribed to Solomon, are considered to be in the main pre- 
exilic. This opinion, which is less advanced than that of some recent critics, 
Kuenen for instance, is based principally on the following grounds : (1) The 
character of the references to kings which fits in better with the period of the 
house of David than with the time of the Diadochoi ; (2) The allusion in 29 : 18 
to prophetic vision as a fact of the present ; (3) The point of view from which 
the observations are made, that of rewards and punishments in the earthly 
life ; (4) The national prosperity which is implied, and the complete absence 
of the legal rigor of a later age, and of any tendency to speculation or mysti- 
cism. A few sayings may possibly have been composed by the great king 
whose traditional fame as a moral teacher occasioned the prefixing of his name 
to the whole. The remaining parts of the collection (excepting perhaps the 
praise of the model wife) cannot be put earlier than the Persian period. 
Chapter 30 and the first nine verses of chapter 31 may be of non-Israelitish 
origin. The readings are adopted which refer them to Massa, a region 
either in Arabia or the Hauran. The address includes also some valuable 
observations on the word "mashal," on the place of the mashal in Hebrew 
literature, and on the various forms of it which occur in this book, as well as 
some rather one-sided but striking remarks on the distinctive characteristics 
of the Hebrew mind and its part in the education of the world. 



Bible Class Expositions. By Alexander Maclaren, D.D. Matthew, 2 

vols.; Mark ; Luke. New York : A. C. Armstrong & Son. Price, $1.00 

per volume. 

Many intelligent Bible-school workers have come to question the wisdom 

of employing any helps whatever in the preparation of the lessons. This is 

indicative of a very strong reaction from the practice which prevailed almost 

universally a few years ago, of depending entirely upon "lesson-helps," 

"quarterlies," and "notes;" studying what men had said about the lesson 
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rather than the lesson itself. The result was that study in the Bible-school 
had become a thing almost unknown. The teacher read a list of questions, 
the scholar read a list of answers, and then teacher and scholar went 
their way under the delusion that they had been "studying" the Bible. 
All this is changed or changing. The cry "back to the Bible," is being 
answered by new and better methods of study. An indication of this change 
is found in the volumes before us. Help is given, but it is judicious help. 
Instead of an exegetical potpourri, compounded of ingredients good, bad and 
indifferent, we have a careful, clear, inspiring exposition. No student of 
geology would think of using a text-book made up of excerpts from the writ- 
ings of geologists of all nations and times, yet some students of the Bible 
seem to fancy that in numbers there is wisdom. If this series shall serve to 
displace the alleged helps constructed on the "chowder" plan, it will not 
have been prepared in vain. 

The expository method, employed in the preparation of these volumes, 
makes them valuable also for private reading and general study. There are 
many lovers of God's word who cannot attend the Bible school. Just now, 
special attention is being given to the needs of this class, and "home-study" 
departments are being organized in many schools. To the " shut in " ones, 
this series will bring not detached and fragmentary thoughts, but a consecu- 
tive and well-rounded treatment of the passages under consideration. 

Dr. Maclaren's eminent qualifications for this work need not even a 
mention from us. No living preacher has a wider and more attentive hearing 
among thoughtful men and women, than the author of this series. He is pre- 
eminent as an expositor. He employs no tricks of speech, advances no start- 
ling theories ; but with great spiritual insight, and in simple language, sets 
forth the truths of the sacred writings. 

L. A. Crandall. 



